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Hello everyone, 
It’s that time of year to get your Christmas cheer on! What a year it was for 
our Netherby descendants! King Island is still loud and clear in my mind.  
 
First a note to everyone from Karina. 
 
Compliments of the season to everyone from Karina.  

I am still working hard on the version 2 of the photobook and updating the website at the 

same time. Many new pages added to the website with many more to come. Do take a 

look http://netherby.homestead.com and join us for a chat on the discussion forum  

http://netherby.proboards.com/  

I have also uploaded my photos from the 150th along with many sent in by you to http://

karina.phanfare.com/netherby so feel free to have a look through them all. You will see 

below each photo you can add a comment - so if you can identify people in the photos - 

or make any corrections to names I had added - please add your comments. This photo 

album will be linked from the Netherby website soon. 

If anyone has anything else they would like to contribute - photos, news articles, memo-

ries - please do not hesitate to email me. 

I am also still building the attendance register for the book and the website. See the ta-

ble in Ann's last newsletter with how to send the info to me. I have also started an Apol-

ogies Register as some people who were unable to attend the 150th asked if they could 

also be recorded. So if you would like your details added to that I just need your name, 

who you are descended from, and any message you would like to add. 

I will be in touch in the new year when the photobook version 2 is completed and ready 

for people to order. 

I wish everyone all the best and look forward to continuing to share the story of the 

Netherby far and wide. 

Fondest regards to all. 

Karina Taylor 

karina1968taylor@yahoo.com.au 

 

Please help Karina out and in doing so you are helping anyone who ever 
wants to view the photos or know who it is in the photo. Whilst we tried to 
remember everyone by name—it is almost impossible to remember all of the 
faces and names—so please have a look at all on the photos currently up-
loaded and add your details. It will be greatly appreciated. 
 
Karina and I have been zooming in on the Netherby lanyards and if I have 
the chance to do something similar again I will double side those name 
badges because half of the time they were back to front. Arrrrgggg!! 
 
Karina was also wanting to create an attendance register and whilst I had a 
confirmed list of 163 people, I knew there were indeed 168 in attendance. 
Therefore, we have a few people unaccounted for. Again, we can only for-
malise the attendance record by gaining your assistance. So on the following 
page I have listed everyone that I knew was attending. You can confirm your 
attendance or booking by emailing me/Karina and letting us know if we have 
accuracy or who we have missed out on!  
 
So that’s 2 things I can get you to do during the break between Christmas 
and New Year! When you are too full of food to do much else! Then you can 
have a nanna nap! Generous aren’t I?  

 

Karina with her photobook just 
before being deposited into the 
sea chest. King Island July 
2016. 

I thought I would share a lop 
sided photo of my framed print. 
I would be happy to share an 
image of your framed print if you 
email it to me. 

http://netherby.homestead.com/Passengers_Stories.html
http://netherby.proboards.com/
http://karina.phanfare.com/netherby
http://karina.phanfare.com/netherby
mailto:karina1968taylor@yahoo.com.au


 

 

More important messages: 
Now we all remember Mr Glenn Pinnuck—here is a photo in case 
you have forgotten! That’s Glenn on the right!  
Now Glenn was instrumental in taking Netherby2016 to great 
heights. He organised the coins and what great commemorative 
items they were and hugely popular at the time as well. 
Glenn also came up with the idea of the sea chest. Karina and I 
both wanted a time capsule but this was a perfect second op-
tion. Glenn organised the chest, it’s delivery, it’s keys (which 
were nearly confiscated at the airport!) and a baby chest to 
house the keys. Plus the plaque for the chest and then there 
was the raffles and art work! However, Glenn also applied for 
and was offered a grant especially for Netherby 2016 and that 
grant paid for some of the expenses including everything listed 
above. Plus the Netherby visitor bags of which I only organised  
150 because at the time of ordering we only had 128 confirmed 
attendees. Hence we were a bit short because there was an ad-
ditional 40 people on top of that!! Anyway, I hope all is forgiven 
from those who did not get a Netherby bag. 
So where am I going with this? Well Glenn wishes he had been 
in on the act much earlier on so he could allow his creativity and 
ability to get things done to greater use. Glenn  has been on the 
Netherby2016 facebook page and in email to me asking about a 
plaque/monument for John Parry to be mounted in the Point 
Roadknight area. 
This is not the first time this has been discussed. In 2011 I 
wrote in our October newsletter “Our October meeting was a 
very relaxed gathering. Numbers were down on previous meet-
ings but that happens! The highlight was most definitely the at-
tendance of the Charlwood family, Don, Nell and daughter 
Doreen. They were an absolute delight. Don told us a bit about 
his background, his interests in shipwrecks and also suggested a 
couple of leads to follow up. 
One suggestion was that 2nd Officer, John Parry, was the hero 
of the Netherby shipwreck and it may have become a disaster if 
not for Parry’s bravery and heroic efforts to ensure a rescue oc-
curred.   
Don suggested a plaque or some form of recognition at Point 
Roadknight be erected where Parry came ashore after departing 
King Island in a whaleboat.   
I love this idea and hope that our members will too. I often think 
that the story has all the elements of a blockbuster motion pic-
ture with Parry as the hero. Therefore, I am putting it out there 
to our group to see if we have a volunteer or 2 who would like to 
undertake the project. Let me know in the next week or two 
please?” 
 

So, back to Glenn’s request—he wants to know who is 
interested in this? What ideas are out there? Is there a  
grant we could make application for? Another coin? 
How do we cover the expenses? Do we approach the 
council or another group/body? Your thoughts please? 
Has anyone been to the Melbourne General Cemetery? 
I believe Parry is buried there. Is there a monument or 
Plaque at the cemetery? 
Joanne Lumb—do you have further information to  
support this cause? It will be highly beneficial if we 
have Parry’s descendants endorsing/backing this. 
Especially if grants are available. Have you been able  
to find out anything more about John Parry? We don’t 
have a lot of information on him. 

Left: Luke Agati, President 
King Island Historical Society. 
Right: Glenn Pinnuck  
delivering the sea chest to the  
Historical Museum for safe 
keeping. 

Above: John Parry. Sorry for 
the poor quality—I borrowed 
the photo! 

Below: Christine Webster, 
great granddaughter of the 
Surgeon Superintendent  
Marshall Hall Webster  
shaking hands with Don 
Charlwood, 2011. 



 

 

The next important message: 
 
This message comes from King Island. The Lions Club of King Island were very supportive 
of Netherby2016 and some solid friendships were raised between us and their members. 
Pam Rolley, has written to us with a suggestion and an enquiry. At a recent Lions Board 
meeting they discussed the Netherby memorial located at Netherby Cove and wondered 
whether a permanent  location marker, which could withstand the weather and be repaira-
ble (if needed), could replace or be an adjunct to   the current cairn. 
The Lions Board members discussed and thought the pavers, as used down at Currie Har-
bour, would be best and a more visible solution. 
Depending on size, there might be room for a picture/engraving of the Netherby ship as 
well as the family names on a board to be engraved. 
During the meeting it was suggested that someone contact the Netherby descendants to 
enquire what they would like. If they had any ideas.  
Pam and the Lion’s Club have reached out to us and I think it is imperative that the monu-
ment at Netherby Cove be replaced/rebuilt or added to. 
I first saw the cairn in 2008. When I returned in 2011, the top part of the cairn had been 
replaced with what is currently there. The timber has succumbed to the elements and the 
plastic/perspex road signs are not easy to read anymore. 
The Lions Club cannot afford this without fundraising/donations from us—the descendants.  
I propose that each state organise a 151st Netherby reunion be it in a hall, a restaurant or 
a park bbq or your backyard. Someone can coordinate it, organise catering and add $5 or 
so to the cost. We can promote each event through this newsletter, Karina’s website, face-
book and whatever other means we have available. 
We need to raise about $1000 I think? I could be wrong about that and Pam will advise me 
in due course. To be honest, $1000 does not sound enough—I would have thought it 
would be at least twice that amount. 
Again, I ask for your thoughts and input. It’s for all of us and our grandkids and theirs! 

Above:  this is one the path on King Island down near Currie Wharf.  
It will give you an idea of what they can do with the pavers big and small. 



 

 

150th ATTENDANCE REGISTER 

Esther Hargreaves Adams Family 3 Vic and Lauren Hargreaves, Helen Redford 

Glenys Southurst Alldis family 4 Glenys, Murray, Sarah & Kiralee  

Peter and Pam Ashby Alldis family 2 Peter and Pam Ashby 

Kate  Peters  Austin family 2 Kate Peters, Greg Woodbury 

Annette & Stuart Law Bartling Family 2 Annette and Stuart Law 

Doreen Burge Burgewood 4 Doreen Charlwood Burge, Graham Burge, + 4 friends 

Jennifer Cover Cubbin family 6 
Graham, Jenni, Myles Cover, Jane Miao, Rex Cover, Jemma 
Ylias  

Ann & Ernst Rutte Cubbin family 3 Ann & Ernst Rutte, Shirley Bonnici 

Heather Denning Denning Family 2 Heather & Noel Denning,  

Jeanette & Wayne Hill Denning Family 2 Jeanette Skuja & Wayne Hill 

Bev & Don Nicoll Evans family 2 Bev & Don Nicoll 

Mike Grimes Grimes family 2 Winston (Mike) and Beverley Jones 

Lynelle Fenner Grimes family 1 Lynelle Fenner 

Margaret Roper Groom family 2 Margaret and Ron Roper 

Ray Groom Groom family 6 
Ray, James, Matthew Groom. Craig Bowman, Tim Picken, Ed 
 Allen 

Shirley  Edwards-Smith Groom family 2 Shirley Edwards-Smith, Athalia 

Rick Field Lingard family 4 Rick & Jackie Field, Luke Cartwright, Will Jensen 

Larry Davis Lingard family 5 Larry & Dawn Davis, Rod Lingard, Peter Lingard, Donna 

Frank Lehman Martin family 3 Beth & Frank Lehman, Peter Singleton 

Lance and Suzanne Barton Massingham 2 Suzanne & Lance Barton 

Karina Taylor Massingham 1 Karina Taylor 

Ern  Morris Morris family 1 Ern Morris 

Yvonne Morris Morris family 3 yvonne Morris, Jamie Stewart,Brenda Hughes 

David Judkins Newbrook fami- 2 David Judkins & Lynda 

Joanne Lumb Parry family 2 Joanne Lumb & daughter Mehret (12) 

Jenny Davis Parson Family 9 

JenniferDavis, Matthew Davis, Liz Elliot, Emma Davis, Adam 
Davis, Robert Drohan, Valda Drohan, Robert Campbell, Penny 
Campbell 

David Peters Peters family 2 David & Graham Peters 

Veronica Petersen Pinnuck family 3 Katherine Gutteridge, Veronica Petersen, Paul Pinnuck 

Glenn Capt Pinnuck Pinnuck family 1 Capt Glenn Pinnuck 

Chris Mead Pinnuck family 7 
chris & greg Mead, Tom Brewer, Kath & Pat Treacy, Bill and 
Ellen Brewer 

Nick Pinnuck Pinnuck family 1 Nick Pinnuck 

Nola & Gerard Pinnuck Pinnuck family 2 Nola & Gerard, Pinnuck 

Barbara Fitzgerald Pinnuck family 2 Barbara Fitzgerald & Felicity 

Marie Emmitt Pinnuck family 5 Marie & Bob Emmitt, Des & Sue Bunworth, Loreto Pinncu 

Rosemary Sandford Seymour Family 1 Rosemary Sandford 

Megan & Mark McCawley Seymour Family 2 Megan & Mark McCawley 

Robyn & Russell  Wilkie Skerman family 5 Robyn, Russell, 3 children Cory, Casey, Mikaila 

Rob & Linda Wilke Skerman family 2 Linda and Rob Wilkie 

Keith Skerman Skerman family 2 Keith & Alistair Skerman 

Paul  Skerman Skerman family 2 Paul & robbie Skerman 

Merilyn Playsted Skerman family 2 Merilyn Playsted, Lucinda  

Barry & Kay McGaw Skerman family 2 Barry & Kay McGaw 

Bo Webb Skerman family 2 Val & Maurice Webb 

Robyn Fragar Skerman Family 2 Robyn, Fragar, Suzanne Bushell, Joy Everett 



 

 

Raymond Skerman Skerman Family 2 Ben Skerman & Elizabeth Watson 

David & Pauline  Peake Skerman Family 2 David & Pauline Peake 

Suzanne Skerman Skerman family 1 Suzanne Skerman 

Greg Skerman Skerman Family 2 Lance Skerman, Greg Skerman 

Chester Stokes Skerman Family 2 Chester & Dianne Stokes 

Benjamin Skerman Skerman family 1 Benjamin Skerman 

James & Pauline Skerman Skerman family 2 James & Pauline Skerman 

Penelope Skerman Skerman family 5 
Penny Skerman, Margaret Skerman, Adrian, Nicholas & Alex-
ander Russell. 

Hal Hopkins Skerman family 6 Hal & Christina, Carl, Ian, David & Marie Hopkins 

Rodney Skerman Skerman Family 1 Rodney 

Bruce  Sweet Skerman Family 2 Bruce Sweet 

David Mathieson Skerman Family 2 Helen & David Mathieson 

John and Mavis Benn Skerman family 2 John and Mavis Benn 

Sharon and Jim Benn Skerman family 2 Jim and Sharon Benn (live on King Island) 

Thomas O.M. Helmer 
Townsend    
Family 1 Thomas Helmer (the Netherlands/Belgium) 

Brian Townsend 
Townsend    
Family 2 Raelene & Brian Townsend 

Rae Sorenson Yorston Family 1 Rae Sorenson (Canada) 

Kathleen Yorston Yorston family 1 Kathleen Yorston 

Steve Yorston Yorston Family 1 Stephen Yorston 

Charlotte & Trevor Tighe Yorston family 4 Trevor & Charlotte Tighe, Janis & David McMichael 

Tim  Peake Skerman family 2 Tim & wife Peake (live on KI) 
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Please take that moment to check through this and amend what 
needs to be amended. 
Well that’s about all from me for the moment. 
There will be a newsletter in February—early I hope—and there will be 
an announcement that I hope gives everyone a thrill. 
Mum’s the word—I cannot say anything further at this point. 
 
Netherby2016 was fantastic. It fit together like a well made jigsaw and 
I was so happy to see everyone socialising and hanging out together. 
I would have like to have spent time at your tables and to have had 
the opportunity to get to know you. Alas, my mind was on ensuring it 
went according to plan and now I am looking forward to other meet-
ings, where our paths may cross again.  
Plus there are all the people who were unable to attend. You too have been instrumental in keeping this 
story alive and well told. Don’t hesitate to drop a line to me or have a say in the newsletter. 
 
I am still waiting to hear if Helen Vivian has a release date for the new book. If anyone has anything 
further to add please let me know as I am fielding the occasional query. 
 
If you have photos to share please send to Karina or myself. I am always looking for material to put in 
the newsletter. 
 
Well that’s it from me for 2016. May everyone have a joyous festive season and a safe, and happy New 
Year. I think there is still a lot to do for Netherby even though the 150th has passed. Let’s soldier on in 
to 2017 and develop a new plan early in the year to maintain momentum and further information. 
 
Please, please go to Karina’s web site. You will see  a lot of changes and hard work!! 
 
Best wishes everyone and take care of yourself and each other. 
We thank you! 
 
Ann, Ernst and Shirley. 
 
 


