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• Young country needed immigrants (as 
labour and skilled tradesmen), but cheaper 
and quicker to get to America.  

• To attract immigrants needed to provide 
free or heavily subsidised passages.

• Also needed female domestic staff & farm 
servants

• Until 1900 238,000 assisted & 347,000 
unassisted immigrants to Australia



• For several years in the mid 1840s no 
assisted immigration due to severe 
drought & depression

• Also a gap of 2-3 years from 1861 due 
to government financial problems

• During gold rush period most 
immigration was unassisted



• Those who had all or part of their 
passage paid for them.

• Three types – Government  Assisted, 
Bounty or Assisted by another scheme

• Usually funded by sale of land



• Started 1828
• People invited to apply for all or part of 

their passage
• Age restrictions
• Immigrants had to be “suitable” – young, 

healthy & useful in work experience
• Records therefore show age, literacy, 

occupation etc (Immigration Board’s 
Lists)



• Supposed to pay back passage money 
from salary, but many refused to pay 
back

• So government converted it to a free 
assistance





• System started in 1836 

• Mechanics, tradesmen or Ag labs

• Character references

• Still had age, occupational criteria etc

• Still have limit to number of children

• Still needed testimonials (references)



• Individuals or small groups could be 
sponsored by people in Australia 

• Ships chartered by an agent in the UK

• People applied to agent to be included to 
fill up ship





• Were interviewed by Immigration Board

• If they were deemed suitable Bounty 
paid to the Agent

• No payment for people unfit, too old or 
died on voyage

• Private employers who nominated 
individuals also received subsidies



• £30 for a man and wife under 30 years

• £15 for each single female 15y to 30y 
with the approval of the settler or the 
agent, and under the protection of a 
married couple or to stay with the 
family till otherwise provided for 

• £10 for each unmarried male 18y to 30y

• £5 for each child over 1y





• Edward Gibbon Wakefield – former 
Newgate prisoner

• Proposed 1829, adopted in SA Act 1834
• Wealthy purchased large areas of land 
• This funded the transport of respectable 

labourers who would work the land
• Over time they would be able to buy small 

holdings
• But many would not work as labourers or 

servants



• Initially helped 
immigrants find work

• Later set up her own 
colonization scheme

• Did not support the 
Wakefield scheme

• Got free passages for 
emancipists’ wives on 
2 ships & for 75 
children on another Caroline Chisholm



• Couldn’t get official backing so set up her 
own scheme of family emigration – The 
Family Colonization Loan Society (1849)

• Society received the savings of intending 
emigrants and loaned them the balance of 
the passage money

• Australian agents found them employment 
and collected the repayment of the loan



• Scottish Presbyterian 
clergyman

• Arrived in NSW in 1824

• Was in England in 1830 
to promote education and 
struck by the poverty

• Thought emigration could 
help them & produce a 
moral reform in NSW



• Lang selected about 140 people – mostly 
Scottish tradesmen and their families 
who could help build a college

• Fare to be repaid out of their wages 
building the college

• Later travelled to a lot of countries 
encouraging Protestants to emigrate



• Cost of emigration a problem – cheaper to 
go to America, so..

• Proposed that reputable migrants who paid 
own fare receive free grant of land

• Brought out 270 migrants on the Fortitude
in 1848 but no land

• Brought out 5 more ships – 1200 migrants
• To Sydney, Port Phillip & Moreton Bay
• Immigrants included Lutherans from 

Germany



• Highlands and Islands Emigration Society
• Ran 1852-1857
• Money from benefactors
• 4910 men, women & children from Western 

Isles & Western Highlands
• Families – restrictions on age and number of 

children
• Emigrants paid a deposit & were loaned the 

balance
• Lists available on Scottish Archive Network

www.scan.org.uk

http://www.scan.org.uk/




• Indexes for immigrants to Sydney, Port 
Phillip, Moreton Bay and Newcastle 

• Immigration Agents’ Lists & 
Immigration Board’s Lists – look at both

• Images of some passenger lists

www.records.nsw.gov.au

http://www.records.nsw.gov.au/


• Immigration deposit journals, 1853-65, 
1875-1900

• Reports by the Immigration Board on 
complaints of immigrants about their 
passage, 1838-87

• Reports by the Immigration Agent on 
condition of immigrants and ships on 
their arrival, 1837-95



• Online at PROV
– Unassisted overseas passengers 1852-1923
– Assisted passengers 1839-1871

• Government sponsored immigration 
phased out in the 1870s and stopped 
altogether by 1883

• Assisted passengers after 1871 listed in 
Inwards Overseas Passenger Lists

http://www.prov.vic.gov.au/

http://www.prov.vic.gov.au/


• Ships to SA 1836 to 1851

• Lists ships by year – no global name 
search

• Includes inter-colonial and overseas 
arrivals

www.slsa.sa.gov.au/fh/passengerlists/BoundforSouthAustralia.htm

http://www.slsa.sa.gov.au/fh/passengerlists/BoundforSouthAustralia.htm


• QLD State Archives indexes to 
Assisted Immigration 1848-1912

www.archives.qld.gov.au/research/indexes.asp

• Also information in Ancestry.com

http://www.archives.qld.gov.au/research/indexes.asp


• Victoria unassisted 1839 – 1923 (with 
gaps)

• Victoria unassisted 1839 - 1871

• NSW unassisted 1826-1922

• NSW assisted 1828 – 1896

• NSW Bounty immigrants list 1828 –
1842

• Queensland passenger lists 1848 - 1912



• Mariners and Ships in Australian waters

mariners.records.nsw.gov.au/

• Ozships (Convictions)

www.blaxland.com/ozships/

• Passenger ships arriving in Australia 
Ports
members.iinet.net.au/~perthdps/shipping/

http://mariners.records.nsw.gov.au/
http://www.blaxland.com/ozships/
http://members.iinet.net.au/~perthdps/shipping/

